
Park Matters  

Friends of the Park is in full 

preparation for our upcoming 

Celebration of Earth Day. 

With the arrival of spring we 

anticipate hundreds of local 

residents and visitors at the 

annual celebration of   

EarthFest being held     

Sunday, March 20th from 

10am to 5pm. 

In 2009, the first fun-filled 

EarthFest increased aware-

ness of local environmental 

issues. We are working to 

raise public concern for envi-

ronmental topics important 

to South Louisiana and our 

town of Abita Springs. Clean 

air and water, waste reduc-

tion, recycling and urban for-

estation are among the im-

portant issues we target. 

Special attention is given to 

the creation of fun activities 

for the kidõs tent.  These 

games and crafts focus on 

creative and educational activi-

ties to raise awareness about 

our local environment and 

community. 

A wildlife ART CONTEST is 

also part of the event. Check 

our website for details. Priz-

es will be awarded! EarthFest 

is a fun-filled day of celebra-

tion that includes a FREE 

SAPLING GIVEAWAY., 

raffle prizes, food & beverag-

es, crafts by local artist.   eco-

informational booths,  vendors 

of veggies and green products, 

totem carving of existing trees 

in the playground and  much 

more 

With a complete line-up of live 

music throughout the event, 

this is the perfect setting for a 

day of family entertainment. 

Please mark your calendar and 

JOIN US for EarthFest 2011! 

EarthFest 2011 

FOP is excited to again be a part of this toe-tapping, hand clap-

ping event. Abita Springs Opry is a series of six music concerts 

held  each spring and fall. The objective of the Opry is to preserve 

and present Louisiana roots music. The concerts are held in the 

Abita Springs Town Hall. Most of the music is played acoustically 

in itõs original form.  FOP teams up with the Opry to furnish a 

variety of down home cooking along 

with home made sweets and treats. If 

you would like to participate by serv-

ing or baking please contact Greg 

Lemons for details. Our next      

scheduled Opry date is April 16th. 

Abita Opry Concessions 
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Shortly after the playground was 
constructed in 2008, Donata Henry, 
the first President of FOP, applied 
for a grant from the Louisiana Rec-
reational Trails Program (LRTP).  
The idea behind this grant request 
was to increase access to and 
throughout the park by adding park-
ing, trails, signage, bike racks and 
benches. We were awarded the grant 
of $42,000.00! 

Since then, we have been working 
diligently to collect the appropriate 
permits and approvals required 
from various state and federal agen-

cies to allow us to construct the    
project within the floodplain of the 
Abita River.  Last year, the Town of 
Abita passed a bond which would 
allow for improvements in the Town 
Park.  In an effort to make the most 
efficient use of funds, FOP entered 
into an agreement with the Town of 
Abita in which they will implement 
the trails and parking associated with 
the grant as part of their overall im-
provements in the Park.  David 
Spicuzza, an architect and FOP 
board member, has been working 
tirelessly with the Town staff to pre-
pare for the installation.  David will 

coordinate the project for FOP to help 
ensure that the scope of the work 
matches the grant proposal and that the 
Town can subsequently get reimbursed 
for the work.  Construction is expected 
to happen this year.  Below is a master-
plan of the park which outlines the 
grant-funded elements. 

Please be patient with us 
during the construction. 
It may get messy before 
it all gets better, but the 
end product will certainly 
be worth the wait! 

by Regan Contois, President 

LRTP Grant Gears Up 
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( a pproximately 1/4 mile)  

Signage and Bike Racks & Benches 

Mulch Trail 

Parking and HC access 

LRTP  Grant Plan 

Highlighted areas indicate work approved as part of this grant. 


