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As we creep ever closer to the end of 2011 and the beginning of 2012 itõs time to take stock of what 

Friends of the Park has accomplished and set our sites on plans for the upcoming year.  This year we 

hosted multiple festivals which were free to the public.  These included the Abita EarthFest in 

March and the Gospel Jubilee in November.  FOP also contributed to Town sponsored events in-

cluding the Water Festival, Halloween Party and Christmas event.   

In addition to festivals we also raised funds by selling raffle tickets for a pair of LSU season football 

tickets and by selling refreshments at the Abita Opry.  We will be participating in both of these activi-

ties in 2012 again.  So, buy your chance for LSU season tickets and visit the Opry. The proceeds 

from festivals and the LSU raffle will be used to help fund green space projects in the Town of Abita 

Springs. 

One of our main objectives for the year was to move forward on the grant funded trails project 

which will culminate in a 1/4 mile,  8õ wide asphalt walking/jogging trail around the playground and 

connecting to the Tammany Trace.   Despite the lack of visible progress, we have navigated multiple 

sets of reviews and ôred tapeõ required by state and federal agencies to gain approval for the project. 

Currently, the project is in the midst of itõs final review by the Corps of Engineers.  We anticipate 

approval to actually break ground this spring! 

Our second objective was to create plans and gain funding for a handicap accessible path thru the 

playground.  The town engineer, Jean Thibadeaux, has drafted plans and an estimate that we can use 

to request funding.  Greg Lemons, our Treasurer, has identified multiple agencies which are consider-

ing funding the project.  

Our final goal was to maintain and increase our presence by creating multiple means of communica-

tion with our members, sponsors and the community at large.  In that spirit we have updated our 

website, created this e-newsletter and started a Facebook page.  Darlene Creel, our Marketing 

Committee Chair, has worked tirelessly to keep these social media stocked with current and useful 

information throughout the year.  We also anticipate the installation of an information kiosk in the 

park (near the playground) which will be useful for updating the park users on upcoming events and 

on-going park improvements.   An Abita Eagle Scout will  install the kiosk this spring! 

So, 2012 proves to be an exciting year that will result in visible progress for  green space in Abita 

Springs. If your membership has lapsed or if you have not been a member and are interested in sup-

porting green objectives in the town, please consider joining Friends of the Park.   We are a non-

profit 501 C3 organization and all contributions including membership are tax deductible. 

Next year we are considering some exciting activities such as a Fun Run/Bike in the Town and a 

Health and Wellness Festival.  We are only as strong as our members, the ideas they bring and the 

activities in which they participate. So, join us in 2012 and help make Abita a great place to live and 

play! 

 Happy New Year and Geaux Tigers! 

Regan Contois, FOP President 2011 
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Gospel Music Jubilee 

Along with the music a number of vendors  rounded 
out the afternoon with  some great Louisiana dishes .   

A recommitment marriage ceremony 
was  Preformed by Justice of the 
Peace, Lisa King.  

Saturday, November 5, 2011 FOP hosted our 3rd Gospel Music Jubilee.  The fall weather was a plus along with 
an afternoon of  a great line up of  gospel  music. Music groups were generously provided by Bryan Gowland 
and the Abita Opry .  


