
Park Matters  

Friends of the Park is very fortunate to have 

continuous support from our community 

businesses, and we hope that you will take 

advantage of the generosity of our business 

partners.  When you become a member of 

Friends of the Park, your membership card 

will get you added bonuses from our Abita 

business partners.  Friends of the Park 

members can receive a free cold drink with 

a purchase of a hot lunch at Artigueõs Abita 

Market.  We hope to reveal more partners 

in future newsletters.   

2011 members will also receive a raffle tick-

et for a chance to win a pair of season tick-

ets to LSU football games or a signed base-

ball from the LSU championship team.  

Membership also includes a sticker to place 

on your car to show support for Friends of 

the Park.   The cost of membership is only 

$30 for individuals or $50 for a family.  

Family memberships include 2 stickers, 2 

raffle tickets and 2 membership cards. 
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* WELCOME OUR 

NEWEST BOARD 

MEMBERS!  

Pair of  LSU Season Football Tickets or  Auto-

graphed Baseball by Championship Team 

Many Abita Springs citizens became members of 

Friends of the Park in 2008, when we were raising 

funds to build the playground at the Abita Springs 

Trailhead Park.  That accomplishment was truly a 

community effort.  Friends of the Park needs your 

continued support to move forward with projects in 

the park and green spaces . 

                            By Tracy Kennan, Membership Chair 

Join Friends of the Park  Today!!  

You might be part of the LSU experience. 

What: 

Drawing to be held on August 27th, at FOP 

Playground Party (do not have to be present to win) 
When: 

For sale at various town festivals and events, lo-

cal businesses or from any FOP board member 
Where: 

To support green space in your community and 

win great prizes (only 250 to be sold!) 
Why: 

 

      GNOF Grant Received! 

FOP received a $1,000.00 grant from 

the Greater New Orleans Foundation. 

$500.00 will be awarded to the Abita 

Opry and $500.00 will go to FOP to 

sponsor music at community events 

like the Gospel Music Jubilee!  

Thanks GNOF!!! 
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 April Abita Opry 

òFriends of the Parkó (FOP) is a non-profit (501(c) (3) and works very hard to raise 

money for its projects.  FOP has a number of fund raising events during the year to 

including, a raffle for a pair of LSU season football tickets and a signed personalized 

LSU baseball.  We also have two festivals, Earth Fest in the spring and Gospel Mu-

sic Jubilee in the fall.  FOP sells T-Shirts and other merchandise and sells conces-

sions at one Abita Opry  performance each year.  All funds are used for green pro-

jects and improvements to green spaces in the Town of Abita. 

Our biggest source of funding is MEMBERSHIP.  

Please join FOP.  Your membership fee is tax deductible!. 

Spring is here and itõs hard to go out-

side in south Louisiana without step-

ping into a festival.  We were pleased 

by the turn out at our third annual 

Earth Fest held in March. We gave 

away over 550 trees, planted numer-

ous trees and flowers in our park and 

commissioned some new benches and 

sculptures to be carved from fallen 

trees.  The event was also a perfect 

venue for our talented local students 

who entertained the crowd with great 

music and artwork.  We thank all the 

local businesses who sponsored us, 

the talented artists who sold their 

crafts made of recycled materials and 

all the folks who just came out to have 

a good time.  This event marked the 

start of our 2011 Membership Drive.    

We are gearing up to implement our 

next two big projects, which include 

phase I of the trail system in the park 

and a handicap-accessible walkway 

through the playground. In April, 

FOP provided refreshments at the 

Abita Opry, ran a booth at the Muse-

umõs Art and Music Festival and 

sponsored 2 Park Clean Up Days.  

FOP will continue to sell raffle tickets 

at the En PlenAire, Opry Fest and 

various events around town.  Our task 

is to make this park and other green 

spaces in Abita even more beautiful 

and useful for our citizens.              

We encourage you to join us as we 

implement various projects in the 

community. 

Iõd also like to invite you to get to 

know our Board Members. We are 

fortunate to have a growing and very 

dedicated group of board members 

who wield a variety of skill.   They 

work tirelessly all year to realize our 

mission statement. Please thank them 

if you happen to see them around 

towné or better yet, join them in 

making Abita Springs a better place to 

live and play! 

 By Regan Contois 

Message from the President 

Money Matters 

A good time was enjoyed by all who participated in the Abita Opry on April 16th.  

Bryan Gowland produced another crowd-pleasing show featuring: The Petty 

Bones, Hazel and the Delta Ramblers, Tony Green, and Jonno and the Bayou 

Deville Cajun Band.  FOP provided concessions including gumbo, hot dogs, Ab-

ita Root Beer and Mary Rootôs famous bread pudding.  

FOP Board Members, David Spicuzza and 

Sandy Morris serve gumbo with a smile! 

Board Members, Greg Lemons and Chuck Morris  

The Petty Bones entertain the crowd! 
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Perfect weather, food and music brought out the 
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Earth Fest. Numerous eco-friendly vendors add-

ed to the setting.   A full day of music was provid-

ed by the Abita Opry and featured many great 

local school bands.  An art contest, with work 

from Abita students rounded out the entertain-

ment.  Door prizes and raffle prizes were a hit 

throughout the day.  Over 550 trees and saplings 

�Z�H�U�H���J�L�Y�H�Q���D�Z�D�\�������:�D�\���W�R �« �* �R���*�U�H�H�Q �¬ �$�E�L�W�D�� 


